



April 13, 45
I am still on 226.

About one this afternoon there small boat got me and my gear.  I don't know how I'll like it here yet.  But may it be the Lord's will.  They have 1, SM + 2 QM's.





April 14

I stood my first watch on this ship (72) at 0800 to 1200 this m.  Good old LCI 226 brought my mail over to me.  I don't know how I'll like this ship yet.  We got underway to form convoy at 1100 today.  The operat. is to be on Mindana





April 15

We had muster this morning   Sure seems funny.  I am on a 50 cal. at GQ.  Water is quite.





April 16

Still underway.  Passed Zamboanga this afternoon.  Sea is quite.  Tomorrow morning is D Day.





April 17, 1945
D DAY  AT  POLLIC  HARBOR.   S.W. END  OF  MINDANAO.

       We arrived while Cans were shelling the beach.  We were not to fire rockets and were to break off from other LCI's and guard the north west corner of Polloc Harbor alone, while other ships made the landing a mile from us.  While laying off small a boat with 3 Filipinos were waveing at us.  We kept all guns trained on tham think that it might be a Jap trick.  He was signaling us in semaphore so we gave him king.  He said they were Army and Navy and had info. about the Japs.  We told tham to come along side.  They showed ther papers.  The old man was in USNR in 1917.  The other was a sargent in Army of Gulilla 68 Batt.  They gave us info. about Japs.  I talked with the one young Filipino gurillia for quiet awhile + gave him some magazines gum.  He told me he would bring me some bannas for tham.  Later he brought alot of swell bannas for all.  They we dressed like gurillas and wore 45 cal on tham.  The one lived in Chicago a while.  We are anchored in Polloc Harbor tonight.





April 18

We did little today  Went alongside Comflot LCS (778) and other ships.  Found out we and serval other rocket ships are going to Mortoi  19 at 1800 the 19   Talked with Markel all last evening on 338.  Stood watch on stern from 12 to 3 watching for Jap Q Boat reported near by.





April 19

Picked up some fresh provisions from LCS 43.  At 1800 we got underway for Morotai about a two day trip.  My ship old ship 226 is not comeing.  We have LCS 50 with Com Day aboard as our guide ship, LCI 71 with com sargent + Fletcher aboard, LCI 72, LCI 74, LCI 338.  We have a 2 star general aboard.





April 20

This six ship convoy has had good weather.  We had air support for the first day out only.  Two Coursairs.





April 21

Rained a little today, other wise good sailing.  Have seen no land since we left Philippines.  I don't know if I will like this ship.  It is so much different than 226.  Have muster each morning in shirts + white hats.  Two S.M. on watch when getting underway or comeing in to anchor.

Sunday.


April 22

We all arrived at Morotai at 0800 this morning.  Didn't get to church.  The last time I was here was on D Day Sept. 15.  It looks alot diferent now.  Went ashore this afternoon.  I ate chow on base today with a truck driver I met this afternoon.  I had about a pint + half of ice cream at chow.  Got aboard late.





April 23

We are now alongside the Achilles getting availiability.  She was an LST at one time.  She was crashed dived at Layte.  I stood watch on it when in Alixhafen New Guinea.  Went alongside 338 this evening.  Wrote Charlotte last night.





April 24

We made a dry run with the Aussies this morning.  Us four rocket ships and LCS 50 will be about the only American ships in this operation, with the flag ship Rocky Mount, which is Task Force 78.1.  It will be Austrailian troops that will land on Boruno.  Hear Russians were intering Berlin.





April 25

Went on working party for provisions on LCI 338, Markels ship.  After While leaving the provision ship there boom was sticking out over the water and hit the mast on 338 and breaking it at the bridge.  That night Markel and I got their small boat and went over to D366 on which Jack Patrick and Taylor was on.  They were at SM school with us.  Got back at 0100.  Good visit.





April 26

Did little today - painted the quarter deck.  Boys on here have been getting a little mail, but I won't.





April 27, 45

Got underway from Morotai at 1600 for a large landing on the island of Tarakan located a short way from Boreno.  The troops are all Aussies.  Some Aussie Cans and Crusiers along.  The American ships are Task Group 78.1.  (Rocky Mount)       Only four of us rocket ships in this whole convoy.





April 28,

Sailing is very smooth.  Heading is 270°(T)    Had old inspection today.  Am reading a swell book called "Winter Wheat", by Mildred

Sunday


April 29, 45
Sure doesn't seem like Sunday today.  Water is very quiet.  Little windy tonight with slight showers.  We are heading into the waves which is better than being in the trough





April, 30, 45
It is a very dark night, espectialy when going into our objective area.





May 1, 1945
D DAY  AT   TARAKAN  ISLAND.   A little west of Borneo

     We arrived at Tarakan Island about 6 o'clock, before day light.  There was serval large fires started by our navel shelling, one minus D Day.  Otherwise all was is quiet.  "How" Hour is 8 o'clock.  As soon as day light (7 o'clock) the Cans + Gun Boats started shelling.  Us four rocket ships made our run.  There was a little motor fire but that soon was stopped by our rockets.  We backed off and the Aussies went in on small Alagators and L.C.V.P.'s

After laying off about 700 yd Japs threw mortor at our ship but we got out of there to fast for them to hit us, but it was close.  There is quite a few oil wells here.  Some were on fire.  Troops are haveing only mortor fire from Japs as artillery.  We anchored near the Aussie trnsports "Westraila" and the Moorer(?) to guard tham from PT or Q Boat attacks.  Expect air raid tonight.  There was one last night of serval planes, one was shot down.  That concludes D Day at Tarakan.  The CL Marblehead was sunk near hear by Jap planes during first of the war_ (1941)





May 2

Did little today but run all over the bay.  A Destroyer cut our anchor cable by passing over it.  Lost the anchor and 115 fathoms of cable.  Had to get anchor off another L.C.I.  Mr Powell the Folot Flot engineer is leaveing this ship today.





May 3

  Took on fuel off the -OA- Winooski.   Planes are still bombing Tarakan, so are ships shelling





May 4

 Stayed anchored all day    I slept on quarter deck all night.





May 5

             Got underway in convoy at 1730 for Morotai.  All LCI's except for about five Tugs and Screening DE + DD. in 9½ knot convoy.  78.1.93 is our Flag Ship (LCI).

     Hear Germany unconditionly surrend most of her armys.  Hear this as we were getting underway (1700).  Sure happy
Sunday


May 6.

Mines reported on this route.  Worked on gun tub on Q.D.

Played Irish game of chess but didn't get it   Finished about even.  Doesn't seem like Sunday.





May 7 to May 15

We are still anchored here at Morotai Harbor.  Getting repairs from the repair ships - Achilles (ARL 41), Creon (ARL 11), and the Culebra Island (ARG 7).  We had couple of liberties to shore.  Saw Maurice Ryans ship and I asked about him by light.  Saw Main for a short time.  No mail since we left Leyte.





May 15, 1945

Today we are alongside the Culebra Island getting a new mast.  The other has rotted out.  Getting paid today $161.

May 15 to June, 2, 45
  We did little between the date of May 15 to June 2.  We have been anchored here at Morotia Harbor.  We did get availiable from the LST repair ship Creon (A.R.L.,11), Achilles is here and also the Culebra-Island.

     We are getting ready for the comeing operation on Borneo.

     Much to our delight I got to see Maurice Ryan.  I rowed over to his ship LCI(G) 70 the 1st day of June.  He just made 2nd Class BO's.  He told me about him being blowen out of the 3 inch gun tub into the water as the Jap plane crashed dived them.  Six were killed.  We had swell visit.  He is on this operation too.  Ther first since Lingayen Gulf.





June 2

We got underway at 1200 noon for a 9 day run to our next landing on Borneo.  We formed on 18.  We are going the long way, will pass of Zambog Zamboanga on Mindanao in Philippines.  Then cut over to the south nortwest part of Borneo.  We are doing this to fool the Japs.  The 778 is our Flag Ship.  We will be there 3 minus Zebra Day.  Zebra Day (D Day) is the tenth.  This convoy is Amphib mostly.  About 40 of us ships.  The other large will come later on a mush shorter route.  The Rocky Mount is Flag Ship.    Quiet rainy.

    We have new officers, Mr. Erickson, + Mr Long the staff engineering officer for Goup LCI. 20.  There first operation-

Sunday


June 3

   Not so rough as yet.  Serval rain squals last night.  We have some hym records we can play today. (Sunday.)





June 4

Had practice G.Q. today.  Serval rain squals during day.  Passed off Zamboanga on Mindanao in Philippines, this early evening.  Now heading west 275°(T) for Borneo.  Hard wind and rain on 2000 to 2400 watch.  Rough waters.





June 5

Had practice G Q today.  Cleaned life jacket today.  I had the 8 to 12 watch last nite with Mr Smith.  Bad wind + rain storm came up.  We got lost from all other ships but got back in our column later.  A Mine Sweep went aground last nite.  LCI(G) 70 went to it.  Very rough water





June 6

We have had very rough water all day    The Mine Sweep and LCI(G) 70 have not returned yet.  We are to arrive in the morning, which is 3 minus Zeba Day.  We will shoot mines that the Mine Sweepers cut loose.





June 7

 We arrived at Brunei Bay  northwest coast of Borneo at 1000 this morning.  Mine Sweepers started sweeping on way in.  We followed a Mine Sweeper the rest of the day.  Serval Gun Boats drew fire from the beach.  25 mines were cut loose today and sunk or exploeded.  At night we went out to sea and returned in morning to sweep.  Lost from convoy last nite.





June.8

This morning we returned early to sweep.  We saw a mine floating just astern of a YMS who had cut it loose.  We shot at it with the 20 MM., 50 cal. + rifles but could not hite it.  Suddently it exploded from a rifle shot.  A larg piece of shrapnel fell just missing the stern five feet.  They are very power full





June 9, 45

We returned from sea early this morning.  We and LCI(G) 25 are fire support unit for Mine Sweeps - 314 + 313 which are sweeping in Victoria Harbor.  Went in very near the island when B24 8 B24's droped bombs on the island.  We were to close for safty.  Shrapnel fell very near us.  B25 also strafed very near us.  Last nite one of our Mine Sweepers hit a mine and sunk, some were killed.





June 10, 1945

D DAY  AT  BRUNEI  BAY -  NORTH WEST  COAST  OF  BORNEO.

       The main convoy joined up with us while out at sea this morning.  We then seperated and proceeded to our beaches.  There were three other landings besides ours this morning on different islands in this goup.  One was on the main land of Borneo.

    Our island just got a hard bombing just before we went in.  We threw our rockets at 0815 with drew and reloaded all rocket rackes for another run on the same islan.  After that run, the Aussie troops proceeded in on Alligators, spiting fire all the way in.  There was no firing comeing out from the island that we could see.  The other landings had little trouble also.  On our beach we had  2 LCI(R) 71, 72,  2 LCI(G) 23, 26,  2 LCS(G) 58, 49,  in all.  Layed to all after noon.  Had screening station a short ways from the beach.  That conclueds      D Day with no death to our knowledge on our beach. (White Beach)





June 11, through June 16





At Brunei Bay - Borneo

We had screening stations every nite.  During day acted as fire support unit for Mine Sweepers and other things.

    On D Day a bomb from a Jap plane just missed the Repare Ship Achilles (A.R.L.41).  Another Jap plane was shot down over the Rocky Mount.

     Some of the boys went ashore on Po Pappan Island, which is nothing there but an old light house.

The Aussies have the Japs cornerd some where and our planes are now working on them.

     We took on Dumbarton (rockets)(910) fuel, water the other day.  We had two days availability alongside the Achilles (A.R.L.41)

     Had to keep close watch for Jap Q Boats, and other small craft.





June 17, 45

Left Brunei Bay this evening under Commander Sargent on LCI 71, Com Squad LCI 20.  We left in convoy of 4 LCI(R) and  4 LCS(G), for a min  to assist Mine Sweeps at a place 180 miles south of Brunei Bay on the west coast of Borneo.  We left last evening and arrived in the morning.

      The Rocky Mount (AGC 3) our Amphib Flag Ship (78.1) (008.1) left for Manila in the Philippines, and from there to the States.





June 18,

We arrived this morning to help destroy the mines that the Y.M.S. cut loose.  There are oil well here at this place.  There has been machine gun fire reported by the Mine Sweeps before we got here.  There has been 390 mines destroyed before we arrived here today.  We followed astern of YMS 68 all day.  We blew up 2 mine which were cut only 75 yd. from our stbd. bow.  The shrepnal fell all over.

We destroyed four mines in all today, two of which explosed, + the other two was sunk.  I shot at them with the Tomson machine gun (Tommy gun).  I know I it the mine serval times but not in the right place to make it explode explosed.  Head out to sea tonight.  Large oil fires on beach started by bombs.





June 19

Tomorrow morning is D Day.  We swept all day with the YMS.  We destroyed two mines today of which one exploded.  There has been over 400 mine destroyed here so far.  I think we will anchor tonight instead of heading to seaward.  Raining very heard.





June 20, 1945

  D DAY  AT   LUTONG  ON  THE  NORTHEAST  COAST  OF  BORNEO

       We were on line of departure to beach at 0700 this morning  The troops and equipment arrived by LST's + LCT's about mid nite last night.  Made run for beach at 0920.  We were on the left flank, than an LCS on stbd, next LCI 71, LCS, LCI 74, LCS.

We all threw rockets in also firing all guns.  The beach was shelled by Can's before we went in.  After rockets were fired we layed too straffing the air strip on the left flank while the troops proceeded in on Alagaitor Tractors.  No return fire that we could see.  Serval Jap planes grounded on the air strip.  There is a large oil fire burning on the beach, which was burning ever since we came here three days ago.  We layed too at anchor just off beach all day.  That concludes anosm another small but nerve racking operation.





June 21,

Standing by as before, anchored just off beach.

   Two Aussie planes came over low this morning and a LSM opened fire on them, misstakeing them for Jap Zeros.  I don't think the planes were hit.  I hit the deck as the planes were comeing at us, I didn't get a good look at them but saw the LSM open up on them.

     At 1800 this evening we formed up and are now returning to Brunei Bay, will arrive in late morning.  About 20 Amphib crafts in the small convoy.





June 22,

Returned to Brunei Bay at 0900 this morning.

Went alongside 778 first thing but no mail for any one, very disapointed.

Took on 500 rockets, + 4000 gals of fuel, looks like we may go on another operation soon.  I hope not.  Alongside L.C.I. 74 tonight.





June 23,

Today Jo Kemosh SM 2/C, Chapman BM 1/C, Renderer RM 1/C, Russ, MOMM 1/C + Red SM 3/C, were transfereed on LCI in Flot 8.

    The reason was that Flot 8 + 7 are returning to the States next month to be converted into LCS Gun Boats.  Thi The first three men had 29 months over the others - 25.  I am not the only SM on board.  Have 2 QM  Becken (QM) 2/C + Noyce QM 3/C.




June 24

  Sunday

Today we got spare parts and other things from different LCI's here that are in Flot 8 which is starting for the States in July.  They have been over only 14 months.





June 25

Got a few more parts today.  Mr. Barnes from Texas got orders today that he was going to be premoted to Lt. J.G. and was going to be skipper of LCI(R) 71 our Flag Ship for Squad 20.

    We hate to see him go as he is a swell guy.  He left today.  We got Weises the Executive Officer from 71.





June 26

Mr Weiner our skipper (Ens.) got word today from Mr Barnes that Mr Weiners orders for States was here.  But must wait until his relief who is still in States gets here, a Lt. J.G.

  Got mail today.  About six letters from the dates of March to June.  Only one form home.  We played LST 912 a game of basket ball in their hole.  I played and we sure got hot.  They won about 5 to 30.  They had lots of practice while most of us never touched a basket ball for two years.

     Also got the dope today that this group of LCI(R) (Squad 20) will get repaired at Leyte in Phillippines, then we ln will work with the Austrailians on southern parts of Borneo.  Will not be so bad as working nort of Philippines.

Is said every one with 18 months or more will get home while we are at Leyte.





June 27

Did little today





June 28

I received about 10 letters today.  I have been trying to get a signal striker.





June 30

I got a signal striker from LCI(M) 431 tonight.  We transferred Roe on there ship in his place.  The striker has 9 montks over.  (Wilson)





     J 3 June 30



   Borneo

From Brunei Bay
July 1, 1945

  Got underway for Leyte in a convoy of LCS + LCI's about 20 of us in all most of them will go on to Subic Bay while we will stop at Leyte.





July 2 to July 13

On the way from Brunei Bay Borneo to Leyte the water was very rough.  We took serval (45°) rolls  things were falling all over the ship.  Some even got a little sea sick.  Waves were hitting us on the starboard beam until we turned letting it hit us from the stern which was much better.  Waves at times were as high as the ship.  The LCS and the 778 broke  LCI359, L.C.I. 431 broke off from us the second day out to go to Subic Bay for repairs.

       We  L.C.I(R's) 71, 72, 74, LCI(L)1074, 1075 arrived at San Pedro Bay in Leyte July 5.  -  I never saw so many ships in my life as was here.  Battleships, Crusiers, Destroyers, D.E., Carriers, repair ships + docks, about a thousands ships in all.

  I went to a movie on the battle ship Omhaw.  14 inch guns.

We three LCI(R's) ships got availiablty (repairs) until Sept. 5.  71 at Manus in New Guinea, 72 (us) at Guiuan about 50 miles from Tackloban at Leyte.  74 at Subic Bay north of Manila.  It is kind of rainy here.  Red desil.  This repair base has just been set up.  We are getting repaired at a dock on Manicani Island.  Movies on the dock eack night.  Liberties each afternoon.  Poor Liberties.  We came alongside the dock the 10 of July.  Only LCI here.  two D.E.'s

     We are painting the bridge.  I do not like this repair base.  ⑫




July 13 to Sept. 9

      Dear Diary,

              A lot has happen since I wrote in you last.  a Hell of a lot.  The greatest thing, the war with Japan is over and peace again rains on the earth.  The second thing and the main cause of our victory, the invention of the atomic Bomb.  Sorry but I have forgotten the correct dates of these happenings.

              Starting from July 13 and through.    We were along side the dock here at Manicani Island until Sept 9, except for the two different times we were in dry dock.  There was little recreation on this island.  My old ship LCI(R) 226, came alongside the same dock July 15 int for the same repairs as us.  We both got 8 new diseal engines, radar, X S.C.R., radios and other repairs.  Also a $4,700 compass (Gyro) Sperry.

I have been at Giuian serval times.  They have a large beautiful old Spanish Church there.      We worked all mornings but had afternoons off.  Liberty stunk here on Manicani Is.  I sent home a box around the 25 of Aug.    Our skipper Ens. Weiner went back to states.  Our skipper now is an old navy man who worked up from the ranks.  He was a Chief signalman.  His name is  M.M. Moore  Lt.(JG) USN.  LCI 226 + our selves completed repairs Sept. 8, 1945.  Our orders were to report to Com. Flot. L.C.I. 7, on L.C.I. 28 at Tolosa in San Pedro Bay at Leyte.

San Pedro Bay

Sept .10, 45



Leyte

At 0900 LCI(R) 226 and LCI(R) 72 (ourself) passed out of the torpedo net at Giuian Harbor for Tolosa at Leyte.  Distance is about 50 miles.

Arrived at Tolosa, in San Pedro Bay at Leyte at 1300.

Commanding officer reported to Com. LCI Flot. 7.





Sept. 11

We have no orders.  Are to wait two weeks for them.  We are now in Squad LCI 19, Flot. 7.




(
Sept. 12
(
Went to other end of San Pedro Bay to get provisions from Rigel.  Could not get any until Sept. 20.  So we went on up to Tactloban to see if we had any mail, which we didn't.  On way back from Tactloban to Tolosa the LCI anchorage a distance of 6 miles.  On way back I noticed alot of A.P.A.'s.  Then dead ahead of us was A.P.A. 223 the U.S.S. Pitt.  I knew it was Eugene Hick's ship.  So I called it up with my light, as we passed about 40 yd off its stern, and sent this message Jt Pvt. to Eugene Hicks MM Second Class aaa  I will be anchored at Tolosa  signed  Hunt  K/R.  About 2300 yd on the otherside of the Pitt we saw LCI(R) 226 anchored.  So our skipper said we will moor alongside them for the nite, as we wanted to hunt some provisions up around here tomorrow.

    I got the skippers permission to go aboard the Pitt if they would send me a boat.  So I went to the bridge and sent, Pvt. to Eugene Hicks MM Second Class aaa  If you can send boat for me I can come over tonight Bt K/R.

   Hicks who was on engine room watch at the time had the O.O.D. send one of there L.C.V.P.'s for me.  I was signaling to an Aircraft Carrier when the LCVP came alongside our ship for me.  I cut the Carrier off and ran down off the bridge and grabed my shirt and hat and jumped aboard the LCVP.  I got aboard the USS Pitt about 7 o'clock that nite about an hour from the time I first spotter her.  I found Eugene on watch in engine room.  Wer were sure glad to get together.

We had a swell visit etc.

I stayed all nite and slept in his sack as we could not find my ship in the dark.  I ate chow aboard the Pitt next morning.  Hicks had the 0400 - 0800 engine room watch that morning.

The Pitt sent me back to my ship in the LCVP at 0715 that morning.  Our skipper never said a word about me staying all nite.

Hicks sure was swell to me.





Sept. 13

Got some fresh provisions off of a (CVE) Aircraft Carrier.  We were around the U.S.S. Pitt most of the day.  That evening we returned to Tolosa about 5 miles from the Pitt.  Had the hopes of getting together here again at Leyte.





Sept. 14

Anchored as before at Tolosa.  Could see a group of APAs where the Pitt was. throug glasses.  Working on quarter deck.

Artmodel  2

Sept. 15,

Saw that the A.P.A.'s were gone.  So I fiured they left for up around Japan, as Hicks thought that was where they were going.    The Pitt came to Zamboanga from the States, thi which is located on the southwest part of Mindanao in Philippines.  Then they went to San Pedro Bay on at Leyet.

     The LCI(R) 71 and LCI(R) 341 arrived from Manus this forenoon.  They underwent same repairs as us at same time at Manus.  They got flag bag put on bcak of the conning tower.

Sunday


Sept. 16

     Still standing by here at Tolosa for some kind of orders.

 Working on quarterdeck - did not get to church.  No church boat around.





Sept. 17

Same old routine, enought to drive a guy crazy in time.   Talked with Carter on L.C.I 226, (blinker)





Sept. 18, 45

0630 - Got underway for Calacone on the island of Samar, about 60 miles from

here at Tolosa.

1130 - Arrived at Calacone.  Got our freeze box which we came after.

(7000 lbs.)  Are now anchored off S.R.B. Manicani Island, to have freeze box put in tomorrow.  (No mail)





Sept. 19, 45

1130 - Returning from S.R.B. Manicani Island to Tolosa, Leyte.  Could not get

freeze box installed at Manicani.

1500 - Arrived at Tolosa, Leyte.

Heard something about we were assigned to Martine Decommission Navy, or something like that.





Sept. 20,

Stayed anchored all day here at Tolosa.  Got first mail today.  Hicks left here for Japan aboard (A.P.A.223)





Sept. 21,

Went allo alongside Repair Tender to have our new freeze box installed.  Tender is the U.S.S. Rigel (A.R.-11)





Sept. 22,

Stilled moored alongside Rigel for availability.  Received 3 more letters today.

Sunday


Sept. 23,

      Got underway from Rigel to close up U.S.S. Culebra Island (Repair Ship) to take on some (poor) R provisions.  I did not get to church this Sunday again, as I was on the working party.

Noon:  Got underway for our LCI anchorage off Tolosa, distance about (4) miles.  No kind of orders yet.





Sept. 24,

Anchored as before off Tolosa, P.I. in L.C.I. anchorage.  No news   No scuttlebutt.  Painted in bulk heads inside brige.  Wrote, Eleanor, + Bob.





Sept. 25, 45
All we did to day other then the usual painting, etc., was to have (FBR) Emergency drills.  Fire and abandon ship drill.





Sept. 26,

Not a darn thing happen unusal today.    Very hard waiting here with out any kind of orders, not know how long it will be.





Sept. 27,

Went to Balusao water hole to take on water.  Alot of natives there, but as usual we could not go ashore.  Very hot today.  2 hour trip one way to Balusao.

     - Painted whole quardeck, green.





Sept. 28,

Not a darn thing came off today un-usual.  They are going to transfer some of the crew.





Sept. 29.

I red leaded the radar and mast.  We got 2100 lb. of potatoes today for a change.  Also some half rotten eggs.  Large swells in harbor tonite





Sept. 30, 45
Went to church on beach here at Tolosa.  Received pictures from home.  They sure help my ro moral.





October 1, 1945

Looking and hopeing for very good news this month.





Oct. 1 to 10

       We are still swinging here on the hook at Tolosa in San Pedro Bay, Leyte.  Have been hearing all kind of scuttlebutt about going State side.  But can't beleive anything.  The latest is, we are returning to Pearl Harbor the seventeenth of this month. (Oct.)  We are sure hopeing so, or go crazy.

 Ye  Today (Oct. 10, 45) we transferred 9 men to the beach for replacement on orders of Comphibpac, to cut our crew down from 36 to 25 men.  From the bridge they sent, Noyes, John - QM 3/C - N.Y.  Dinest Dienst, Ben - SM 3/C from Huston Texas.  Which leaves Becken, Ed - QM 2/C - Wash., Wilson  SM 3/C - Okl. and my self.  Wilson is now sick, therefore Becken and I are standing four hours on and four off.  Starting the first of this month, I started studying for Signalman Second Class and will take my test sometime the middle of this month which I'm sure I can pass.  The skipper is going to give me the test him self as he use to be a First Class SM and a Chief Quartermaster.

    I am listening to the seventh and last game of the 1945 World Series.  At preasent 3rd enning the Detroit (Tigars) are ahead over the Chicago (Cubs) 6 to 1.  I'm hopeing for Chicago (Cubs).  Over the - S.C.R. - Good Nature - Hang Dog -

      Tomorrow we are going to Balusao, water hole to take on water then on to Giuian on Samar, then return.

   Received letters from, Joanne Grubb's and Ruth Coughenour at Taylor Univ.  Hopeing for best.

Detroit "Tigars" won over Chicago "Cubs" 9 to 3 at Chicago





Oct. 11 to 15

Oct.11  Went to Balusao this morning to take on water, then proceeded to

    Guiuan on Samar to transfer our "discharge point men".

    Did not transfer them today.

Oct.12      Skipper went to beach today.  Got orders to transfer men the

    following day.  We are anchored off How 1 Signal Tower.

    - Guiuan is about 50 miles from Tolosa in San Pedro Bay, Leyte

Oct.13   Transferred 6 men to beach this morning, "Frenchy", "Sheppick",

    Copper (KY), on points.  Sheran KO, Beets, + Wagner on time (24 mo.)

    We are now proceeding back to Tolosa.  Hopeing for some good news when we return.

Oct 14.  Went to church on beach at Tolosa.  Also saw Dinest and other guys in

Hut 71 still waiting for assignement.  They heard our ship was going back soon.

Oct.15 -  Our skipper went to beach today.  He found out that we have been

assigned to the Philippine Frontear and we now have our orders to proceed Pearl Harbor along with - 71 - 226 - 341, - 359 etc.  as soon as the Philippine Command says we are no longer needed.  We think we will leave within a week.  A convoy is to leave Oct. 18, and we hope to go with it, but it doesn't look like we will yet.  LCI 70 and other Gun Boats are going in it.

Oct.16.   I took my test for Signalman Second Class and passed it, so I am now

SM 2/C
SM 2/C $12.00 more in pay, and have charge of the bridge + all signaling.

      I now make $108.00 a month over seas pay.  We are sure hopeing to go back soon.

Oct.17    I went to Tolosa this morning then hitch hiked on to Tacloban the

capital of Leyte.  A distance of 25 miles.  I got a hair cut there.  It is  quite a place but sure broken down.  I was in the capital building where MacArthur stood when he said "I have returned".  I got back to the ship that evening at 1600.  I hear we were going to leave by the 23 of this month.  Dinest, Ben SM 3/C is returning tomorrow for transportation back, because his sister is critical ill.

Oct.18  -
    My  Unhappyest  Day

- We took on 11,600 gallions of diesel fuel this morning from YOG 40.  Then came back to Tolosa and alongside 71.  We got a speed letter fromc Manila saying all LCI's going back were to transferr all men under 18 months over seas or 35 points, to the beach.  It will leave only 7 men aboard.  I lack a week from my 18 months over, so I guess I will go along with the others.  I sure am sick and p. off.  We don't know the score for sure yet.

Oct.19

X   Hell  Day

     We received all the transfer orders last night.  Off the 27 men aboard 13 are to be transfered in exchange for same no. of men.  I am to be transfered to L.C.I.(L)624, the Flotilla Flag Ship as a "Staff Signalman" in exchange for a SM 1/C.  I hate this beyond words.  In fact I am sick.

    We go aboard the LCI(L) 624 this forenoon.  Jones RM 3/C + two new RDM, and Goldburg S 1/C GM are going with me.  Just Jones + I are staff men.  We have are own quarters, etc.  The bridge is the buisess place.

624


This afternoon I talked to Mr Haynes (Personnel Officer) and tried to get back.  But he ord this staff could not transfer me back, because the orders all came from the beach.  I lack only 2 weeks from having my 18 months over.  He + every one else said my skipper should have not turned my name in.   So I feel like I'm the unluckiest guy alive.   I stood the 4 to 8 - tonight.

